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Play All commentary Knowing which project to put your time and money into has never been easier. Simply audition all the projects in demand and have the Technology Idol team pick the winner! Marketing wants a contact management package, finance wants a reporting package, department heads want project management software, the tech
department wants asset management software, field staff want new notebooks and constant network accesss, the production department wants more storage space, the board of management has heard of this VoIP thing that could save them money on call costs, and all users are screaming for an Office upgrade. Which projects get the go-ahead? How
do you decide? Welcome to Technology Idol, where an independent panel will help you sift the good performers with quick ROI who will take the company to the top of the charts, from the poor imitations that need more time in development. The panel of course is made up of three people-all of whom have solid experience in the industry. Janet for
instance once picked a combination of CRM and data mining packages for her company and sales soared. Lionel had the sense to skip the upgrade to Windows 98 and saved his company millions that could have been lost in downtime, and Kenny realised in early 2001 that it wasn’t the right time to equip his sales staff with Gateway notebooks. Kenny
however has a dubious past; while he had a hit in the early nineties with WordPerfect, he unfortunately refused to believe the market had changed, and didn’t move to Microsoft Word like everyone else until it got desperate. But no one can fault that he has had a lot of experience, and besides he looks good and rounds out the team with his good-
natured style. One by one contestants will parade their suggested projects, showing the benefits to the panel in less than three minutes. Some projects will be eliminated on the spot (after all, maybe now isn’t the time to tie your company to .NET) and If staff in HP’s Australia or US offices were found to be mistreated, a statement by the CEO saying “I
didn’t know” wouldn’t wash, and it doesn’t wash now. others will make it to the next round, where contestants will have six minutes to further explain the projected costs and benefits. Very soon you will have a short-list of possible projects, and now you should put the vote out to the unsuspecting public. Get them to send in their choice via SMS, and
watch the money pour in. Of course be wary of which project the public picks because unfortunately they will not have the expertise to pick a winner, but at least you will have the money earned from all those SMSes! So listen to the panel, they will offer sage advice on what they think the public should pick, and you can always fall back on that if the
public happens to pick “grid computing” as the number one project. Then sit back and watch your company rocket to number one. Sounds like a formula for success to me! Offshoring outcry The jury is still out on offshoring, but the argument against took a leap forward recently, with the news of the inhumane sweatshop conditions found in the IBM,
HP, and Dell factories. IBM thanked the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD) for bringing the problems to its attention, HP said it was unaware of the problems, and Dell said it welcomed the investigations. It seems these companies would have us believe their innocence through ignorance. Sounds like a load of PR crap to me. If staff
in HP’s Australia or US offices were found to be mistreated, a statement by the CEO saying “I didn’t know” wouldn’t wash, and it doesn’t wash in this instance either. One reader had this to say: “I take your point that outsourcing has been going on for some time now and there is no God-given right to a job for Americans (or Australians, for that
matter), but isn’t it time that human rights and ethics meant something, to commercial companies as well as to the rest of us? Companies put work into developing countries to save money-read, make more profits-and they can only do this while there are such inequities between workers and capital around the world. It’s time we all took a stand and
said any commercial activity that is successful because of breaches of human and worker rights is not acceptable.” Hear hear! I know people who refuse to work for a tobacco company, or who will never buy Nike products because of its notorious reputation for its sweatshop factories in Asia, but how about taking a stand against IT companies? Is
boycotting IBM, Dell, or HP an option for you? This article was first published in Technology & Business magazine. Click here for subscription information. The tribe has spoken: Once again, a fake hidden immunity idol was played, and once again, the gullible person who played it went home. Randy was given Bob's hand-crafted idol at Sugar's
prompting, because Sugar told us that "Randy is an ass and I loathe him with every inch of my being." Before that, Randy thought he was being strategic and crafted a plan: He'd act worse than usual around camp, hoping to draw votes, and then convince Exile-visiting Bob to give him the immunity idol, which would allow Randy, Corinne, and Bob's
votes for Susie to prevail at Tribal Council. But since the idol was fake, Randy was instead voted out, and Sugar laughed out loud, having gotten her revenge.No hard feelings: Randy took being voted off well, at least for Randy. "Being voted out by these bozos is probably one of the best accolades anyone could get. The hell with these frickin' people,"
he said, but then added, "I hope they get bit by a green mamba."Which side are you on? While Bob played along with Sugar, feeding the fake idol to Randy, he actually cast a vote against Susie — even though he knew that everyone would be voting Randy out, so the dominant alliance now knows that he's not with them. It's hard to tell what kind of
game he's playing; it's either a very good one or he's not really playing at all.Don't hide your feelings: When she voted for Randy, Sugar said, "You are a disgusting, old, hot-headed, chauvinistic, alcoholic bigot, and you need to grow up before you die alone. Loser." But it was Crystal who won the award for best voting confessional statement, because
she essentially yelled it loud enough for everyone to hear: "You have made my life hell from day one. Forget you, go home, goodbye."Watch your mouth: Randy's gotten particularly vile recently, and this week told Susie to "shut the f--- up" and told Matty, "you've even whored yourself out." Amazingly, he's said worse before.Inflation comes to Africa:
For the traditional Survivor auction, each player received $500 to bid on items ranging from three beers and peanuts (Randy spent $180) to the ability to send someone to Exile Island and take all their money (Ken spent $340 for that, and took Bob's $500). Susie got clean clothes and a bath, which she had to take in front of everyone, and Sugar bid
$340 for a mystery item that turned out to be peanut butter and chocolate. Corinne bought "a huge advantage in the next immunity challenge" for $500, but it ultimately didn't help her win. The most controversial item, though, was Randy's purchase of cookies that he was allowed to share with the tribe, and his offer to Sugar resulted in her refusing a
cookie, and then taking the last one, and giving it away — just to deprive Randy of his reward.Tip your host: At the end of the Survivor auction, Randy walked up to Jeff Probst and inexplicably put some money on the table. Jeff put it in his pocket and, said, "Have a good night." is a writer who publishes , a daily summary of reality TV news. From Kelly
Clarkson, to Carrie Underwood, to Phillip Phillips, American Idol has jumpstarted the careers of multiple musicians who have found immense success in the music world since their wins on the show. But, where are these artists today, and are they all still pursuing music? We’ve researched all 19 American Idol winners to see what they’re up to now,
so get ready to be surprised because as host Ryan Seacrest always says, “THIS...is American Idol!” Kelly Clarkson Jamie Lamor Thompson / Shutterstock In 2002, Kelly Clarkson, one of the most famed pop stars of the twenty-first century, won the first season of American Idol. The win marked the start of her career, in which she first released “A
Moment Like This,” which later debuted on her first album Thankful in 2003. Clarkson has released numerous successful singles throughout her career, including “Breakaway,” “Since U Been Gone,” and “Stronger (What Doesn’t Kill You).” Clarkson has been a coach on The Voice, acted in both movie and TV roles, and written her own books. She
continues to write music and coach on The Voice. Ruben Studdard s bukley / Shutterstock Most people remember Ruben Studdard’s American Idol season for the close call between him and Clay Aiken at the finale. After Studdard won the season, he recorded his first of seven studio albums, Soulful, which reached number two on the Billboard Hot
100 chart. He has won multiple awards for his music since his big American Idol win, too, including three Billboard Music Awards. Aside from music, Studdard has made appearances in a variety of movies, including Scooby Doo 2: Monsters Unleashed. Studdard has also created his own organization, The Ruben Studdard Foundation for the
Advancement of Children in the Music Arts, to fund arts education in Birmingham. Fantasia Barrino Jamie Lamor Thompson / Shutterstock After Fantasia won American Idol in 2004, she went on to release seven studio albums, write her own memoir, and star in two Broadway shows, The Color Purple in 2007 and After Midnight from 2013 to 2014.
She has also released over three million records, won a Grammy for her performance of “Bittersweet,” and even reached number one on the Billboard Hot 100 chart with her song, “I Believe.” Today, she continues to create music and is a new mom to daughter, Keziah. Carrie Underwood Tinseltown / Shutterstock Almost everyone has heard of Carrie
Underwood, but not everyone knows her stardom as a country artist sprouted from winning American Idol in 2005. Since winning Idol, Underwood has released eight albums and won countless awards for her music, including seven Grammys, fifteen Academy of Country Music Awards, and five CMT Artists of the Year awards. Underwood has also
ventured into acting since her Idol win and starred in the movie Soul Surfer and a variety of shows, including How I Met Your Mother. She is an avid animal rights activist, philanthropist and entrepreneur with her own clothing line, CALIA by Carrie Underwood. Underwood is currently married to Mike Fisher, with whom she shares two children.
Taylor Hicks Kathy Hutchins / Shutterstock Since Taylor Hicks won the fifth American Idol season, he has only released two albums, both independent. From 2012 to 2013, he held residency at Bally’s in Las Vegas. Today, he continues to tour across the U.S. and even appear in movies, including Stars Fell on Alabama. Jordin Sparks carrie-nelson /
Shutterstock In 2007, Jordin Sparks won the sixth season of American Idol against runner-up Blake Lewis. Her career as a musician blossomed shortly thereafter, with the release of her debut album, Jordin Sparks. The album brought to life “No Air,” which she co-sang with Chris Brown, and which has sold over three million copies in the U.S. since its
release. It even earned a Grammy nomination. Sparks has also released three other studio albums, as well as five EPs/mixtapes. She is currently married to Dana Isaiah, a Hawaiian model, with whom she shares a son. David Cook DFree / Shutterstock Rocker David Cook won the seventh season of American Idol in 2008 and shortly released his album,
Analog Heart, afterward. Cook has released a total of four albums since his win on Idol and headlined four tours. He has notably toured with Gavin DeGraw and worked alongside a variety of musicians, including Ryan Tedder of OneRepublic and John Rzeznik of Goo Goo Dolls. In 2018, Cook moved into the theatre realm and starred in Kinky Boots on
Broadway. Today, he resides in Nashville with his wife. Kris Allen s bukley / Shutterstock Kris Allen won the eighth season of American Idol against Queen soundalike Adam Lambert. Although Allen has remained an avid musician, releasing six albums since his Idol win, he has also continued philanthropy work, including raising money for music
education, around the world. Allen worked with TOMS Shoes in the early 2010s and traveled to Rwanda. The following year, he traveled to Haiti after the earthquake and helped raise $250,000 for support. Allen is currently married and has three children. He continues to create music in his band, The Dames. Lee DeWyze Joe Seer / Shutterstock After
winning the ninth season of American Idol in 2009, Lee DeWyze signed with RCA Records, where he recorded his first studio album, So I'm Told. Since the album’s release, DeWyze recorded six other studio albums and participated in various charity campaigns for cancer research. Dewyze formed his own band, the Lee Dewyze Band, and he continues
to record music to this day. Scotty McCreery Kathy Hutchins / Shutterstock American Idol‘s tenth season winner, Scotty McCreery, has become a successful and well-known country musician since his big win. McCreery has won two American Country Awards, an Academy of Country Music Award, a CMT Music Award, and three BMI Country Awards.
His first studio album, Clear as Day, was certified Platinum in the U.S. upon its release, and it peaked at number one on the Billboard 200 chart around the same time. McCreery released his latest album in September 2020. He is married to his longtime girlfriend, Gabi Dugal and lives in North Carolina. Phillip Phillips Kathy Hutchins / Shutterstock
Phillip Phillips has had quite the successful career since his Idol win in 2012. His first single and winning song “Home” has sold over five million copies in the U.S. alone. The album it came from, The World from the Side of the Moon, was certified Platinum under RIAA in 2013. Phillips has released three albums since his 2012 win, and he has been on
ten music tours. He has opened for Matchbox Twenty, John Mayer, and Goo Goo Dolls. His song “Raging Fire” won a BMI Pop Music Award in 2014, and he continues to lead a successful music career to this day. Candice Glover Kathy Hutchins / Shutterstock Candice Glover auditioned three times on American Idol before she won in 2013. After her
time on the show, she released her first album Music Speaks with Interscope Records, with whom she is not longer signed. She currently writes music independently and hopes to release a second album in the near future. Caleb Johnson Kathy Hutchins / Shutterstock Under Interscope Records, Caleb Johnson released his first solo album Testify after
winning the thirteenth season of American Idol. He recorded the album in just three weeks. Shortly after, he released two singles and then joined the Trans-Siberian Orchestra for a short stint. He has also released albums with his band Caleb Johnson & The Ramblin Saints, but most recently, he released his album Mountain Mojo Vol.1. Nick Fradiani
Kathy Hutchins / Shutterstock In 2015, pop contestant, Nick Fradiani, took the American Idol crown. His subsequently released album, Hurricane, only sold 5,000 records in the U.S. Fradiani has also released an EP titled Where We Left Off, an album that Beach Avenue’s guitarist, Nick Abraham, wrote. Trent Harmon Kathy Hutchins / Shutterstock
Following Fradiani’s pop influence, country singer, Trent Harmon won the following year on American Idol. After winning, Harmon signed with Big Machine Records, with which he released You Got ‘Em All in 2018. The album flopped and sold a mere 4,500 units in the U.S. Maddie Poppe Kathy Hutchins / Shutterstock Maddie Poppe was releasing
music before her American Idol season 16 win in 2018. In 2016, she released Songs from the Basement on her own. But, American Idol brought her a new level of success in the music industry. She released her first studio album Whirlwind after the season finished and went on to release Christmas From Home, an independent album, in 2020. Poppe
has also won a People’s Choice Award and a Talent Recap Fan Choice Award, both for her time on Idol. Laine Hardy DFree / Shutterstock Against all odds, country singer Laine Hardy won the sixteenth season of American Idol against the ever-popular runner-up Alejandro Aranda. Hardy subsequently released an EP, In the Bayou, after his time on the
Idol stage. The EP had three songs on it. Outside of his debut EP, Hardy has released six singles and a 2021 EP titled On the River. Just Sam @samanthadiaz / Instagram Samantha Diaz, better known as Just Sam, won the eighteenth season of American Idol. Her covers of “I Believe” by Fantasia Barrino and “Stronger (What Doesn’t Kill You)” by Kelly
Clarkson gained her massive attention and ultimately helped her win. In 2020, she released a performance version of the single “Rise Up” by Andra Day. She released her own single “Africando” in 2021. Chayce Beckham @chaycebeckhammusic / Instagram In May 2021, Chayce Beckham, a former heavy machinery operator from Apple Valley
California, won the nineteenth American Idol season. He released his single “23” under Hollywood Records and plans to start recording music professionally in the near future. DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the site owner or any
brands and companies mentioned here. Any content provided by our bloggers or authors are of their opinion, and are not intended to malign any religion, ethnic group, club, organization, company, individual or anyone or anything. This article is purely for reference purposes and does not constitute professional advice and may not be reflective of the
best choice for your unique situation. This site strives to provide as much accurate information as possible; however, sometimes products, prices, and other details are subject to change. Therefore, this site does not verify for the accuracy of the information presented in this article. This site does not assume any liability for any sort of damages arising
from your use of this site and any third party content and services.
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